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AU SS‘E’"! WIEH RV B the spy ship that became a superyacht™
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“We had a head sea with two metre swells.
She stayed nice and buoyant and just rode
over the top, rather than falling in the holes”

iming iseveryi hing. When the original owner of

Benerk hall |']'i_g|':|l| wilked awny v thie |;|||E1'| ]

1o mianths before delivery, an apperunity was

presenied, of the kind the boars new owner has made

a hvangr ot ol |.'~:|:-Il-i|||1g.'|. e’y just sav there was a clear

apparuniny fora mueteally benehicial deal o be done.”
ke savs when we meet on board, The British businessman had been in
talks with Benetti throughout the summer al 2oi4 alsout 2 new
[ELLLI IR I..1||»;| Hln;'ll l.ﬁjlﬁ'i wis el ownerless pwo Il‘lu d'\. ﬂ-l.tl'.-l_' l.'.-l_'-
through construction, he made a lise, Cons: lavaut was largely ixed
and enginecring installed 1o o different owner's specilication, Pros;
he'd geta brand new boat in bess than a thivd ol the time i iakes

1010 i3 vl 1o g Baat - i . = S Tt g design. commission and build a new one, He spent the rest of that
Bt :"L“d:': r:'_"'l" ".':""."_"r 1AE : - . + '. E L f : _. - - - 10 T T I.'al'l;_'\.|1lrl'i'_:.i1 W,

Bl :.u-.-.-.-.-l-.;:- -: -::l-' - . : : : - i s - : = 1 *She's only the second blafl bowed baoar Benetti has ever buils,
their ciowys oo boown! by #hs GOy ; y . e . i : alver g merre Narade,” the owner savs, ™| was on a boat in Poro Cervo

Ao O [ dLreEN = - . : s

in 2oy and Naraly was there, | just kepe looking an her and asked o
the tender to take me around the boat. | grew 1o love the shape maore
and more. [t was exactly what | wvanted, so | was sold on the exteriar
design of FBabs. The question was whether we could turn her
i MEET jar Ente sl A w hich |.'|.'\n|:|1|. HI,I';' dEiF B |1:|.|. Aroan s 1l|_"\1lr||'| 1.
stle and Munctionality paing af views” The fit- out was about 4o per
CEME L -III'I||J|I.'|-|' whaem the ¢ |||'|t||'|i'~_|'\-|l-::-l'||.r'|-_l-||“ ner walked aw .i_'. ] md
somme of his chodoes were a livle cecentrie.

“There were o bars,” the owne SAVSE, “and it was designed fora
“l.ll.lp. l:',l T |'|'|.||'|I:| HTi I-ul:hq_' 1‘;'|_|I i l;.ll-l; |-|':'|:|i;| ;_F',n,ll_:_l;" ] l;l i»;||'|': I'||::'|,‘|
any ofthat, The sundeck was all wrong - everything was too small,
the !.I-; IJ.I'.n'i. ths u,-.|',||'.;_lh. laside i| was ke s |'|,|,|'-'-'..|||.1-..|.:'I-\. iM'I'" [ o8 I'm
not saving that's bad but i's not my Gamily's stvle, was oo heavy, too
classical anad it was 1|I.||I|' dark. We I'-|'|;'\-|!|'|:| to e 'I.'aIII:HI..Jl. basically.”
Dhelivery, oo, was a consideration. [N bought it he waneed it for ihe
tail-end of summier o5, an aggressive schedule that had a few people
af Bemernd xhq'.1|||1lr:._| lost & bit ol lair” Benertd PrOpEC] A nETCT
Warco De Cosmo jokes. "Buot the owner i such & nice guy - it
difficult o sav nin.

The deal was eventually signed i Ociolser 2oig. spuried an by
mews that one or two other buyers were ¢ inlin:;...mlJ.n:h livery tarpel
Was el .|'|.'\-:.-. 2. 'ru'-'lll','_lhq.' Livarmo 1i||]a-.1-'.|.|-:| Just i fivisftha Lo turn
a palace into a home. "1 had to make a quick decision - go for it or pul|

Ak, | WS A |u.|||'| inl |n|1; H11||lr1.||r|,r||:|,-|'\-l'\. |‘:|_|. |A.|._l| k S MG a

business trip and 1 said *let's do i, The deal was closed at the airpor,”
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“It’s all about your senses coming alive, in what you see, touch and feel. That’s when you have the best experience of your life
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ihe owner recalls. Delivery was nudged back throughout the
transformation and Flzés emerged from the vard just weeks before
the 2005 Monaco Yacht Show, where the vache was intreduced e the
world as reoe “Ifvou compare the inished boat with the initial
renderings we did for the first client, vou would not say they were the
sarme baat.” De Cosmo savs.

It's hard 1o ilnzgim- shiewas |_-1.'4,-:r.1.r1:|.'|:]|i ng baut thae momaschrome
masterpicoe she became, Where iowas impossible to change sivling
el aver Fram ihe Brsg owner, such as ihe da rl:.p.uin.l ieed weall
plnrllinglhlnl.nghmu, it was made to ook deliberaie: i he dark wood
wis offsey with lighter colours vo ereate a sort of deco-lite interior, for
instance. "We wanted that kind of lool: nn_l.'\-.'.'n_'.',' the owner, whose
company also designed the interion, savs. *Chur home in Los Angeles
isartdeco, 1oo.” Splashed throughout i arvwork from the owner's
colbection, including, much to his dau |_r.l'|| ers ol ig]l L, imeractive
bunerfly displays by Dominic Hlarris inohe main saloon chag Mueceer
at vour touch. "We've had great feedback on these,” the owner savs, 7|
had a muy Luildi AE & G MElne at Liirssen on board and he said: ] have
1o have that for my boat” Evervone's stealing my ideas!™ The are
animates spaces that could otherwise get a bit two- tone and one piece
stands oul above all: a Tracey Emin neon perfectly located behind the
bar in the upper saloon that savs: “Move me”, A very elose second,
haowever, are warks feom Hans Kotrer, Helmiar Mew von and
|r'||=a-|1a-;|.:_|.l.|:|1l.'4 Dawiel Yarrouw,

[fh.'l_'.'ing ihee maadern trend for hard, minimalisi mlg\u'h. ihe main
livi N SpACEs ol s affer softness and comfort, Partof this comes
l|:.u:-|.||.;|1 the owner's desire o create a home on the water, butalsa
becawse it was built into the contract that the boat had to b child
prool: curves are preferred w edges acwddler height and the twe
main seating areas in the bower and upper saloons cluster arcund
collee ta |l||_":._'.':r1| can bowunce off, ar fall .|':.|-|_'r|l .'I.!,l.\_t.:l'lj‘l “while
watching Peppa Pig®, the owner smiles. [t's the kind of attention io
functismality that comes from having owned boats previowsly: o is
the owner's third superyache, afier a 45 metre Bencod and a f: metre,
*I've made mistakes in the pasi. Pve designed stullwhich looks grean,
bt then Vi S0 o in. ."+1_l.' wife tald mvez ' Tmi niot sit :ingnn anather sofa
that's uncomfortable,” he savs.“Functionality and comfort arc the
maost important things.”

The owner's wife was heavily invelved in the design throughow
and it was a collaborative decision to take the major step of
resinud mrill.!.l" the sundeck, i e bi gpesl b om Benetti’s o do list ance




“I had a guy building a gom on board who
said: ‘T have to have that for my boat.’
Everyone’s stealing my ideas!”
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termis were signed. With the transom gamge housing a custom
Beneoni limo tender (the first one s ever boill) and B1B inscead of a
beach cluby, poore’s vop deck is the pre-eminent beisure area. "1t was our
first project when he bought the boar,” De Cosmo explains. The pool
was initially placed where the seating is currently buai thi new aamer
wamnded ivall |I'u,-'.l.'.|:|.'.|r|.1.:|| ro sl |'|:.'~.|.|II|J.'|:|\."|-|I-|_' deck was
completely redesigned., destroved and rebuib,” the project manager
adds. Toavaid welding and ogher *hot activities™ so close iodeliver 1
the paol streciure was builein Gbreglass, and painted w make i
blend in. Comfortable seating was added along with an lialian
srome-clad bar and a EVIT Was |;-|;||.|,|; |_-4'H:-:|.' an ingimare w.‘nin-r: Area
and kischenctie - a favourive spot of the owner
and his young Family."We tend to end the day up
here, with alternoon tea,” e says,

The mornings are speni aroand ihe second
A |H'H'|| an board - Farward ol the AR (4]
panaramic owner's suite on the upper deck.

“I flew from LA to
L C" rld E}n tﬂ Pisﬂfﬂr dl_‘]l -rl\_|'|l_ |r|-rF| wi |'.|_1| TWE OCF | |'.-|_' WALET & |I»;| ol

same platform as Navely but the similarities are clear, although
whereas "-u':ll:l!'r'-. dizs i|_:r1 wis from the boards of Kedman Wh i1-:-|r_l.'
Dixon, joe's exeerior is idencifably Beneni’s work, The decks bubble
wp behind that beng nose, which cnds in a near-vertical blade, A

‘\.iﬂl
problem on boats with such an upright stem. The hull's clficicrey

i il. AT '\1|,'|t.'|'. l.‘|i| TurS ..'|!|I LE] ||Z|_'1_'|'| WaALET all Ilquli'l_']i"i. A COMman

p..a:in-'..'.l:-al:itl 1o b |:|I:|-|H't|:.'1'|.'-: arded bt |I'n--r.1.|:|.'|iu. ".-'.'l:ul_!.h:l.n Hill,
i% happy so far, reponting engine baading of just &5 per cent at her
cruising speed of 15 knods. " We got berupto s knots onthe run o
Monaco from Liverno,” he says, "We had a head sea, with vwo metre
swells. She staved nice and buovant and rade over the top, rather than
falling imeo the hodes.” Mot than be has woowaor ry s ARy :_l:'llill!_[
seasick - the owner's wile was a sullerer but she weas treated by
famaus British hypnotist Faul McKenna and hasn't had a dose since.
The benelic of that bow is more volume forward, and this has been
well used in abig bosuns lacker and mooring arca on the main deck,
amsd EETCROUE Crew quanaers doswm below, The Vi b runs with o crew
currenthy and the happicst of all is surcly the
chel, whose main deck playground pats the
galliys of much bigger boats tashame, IVs alsa
asuperbly Ainished space, with - vo the chel™s

central island. The owner didn’t spend a huge

Ifh.--;pil:-l.'u-ing ol the fromt and I:-:-Iir'.l_r.n little ﬂ ﬁt"gie dﬂj f-ﬂ‘ ";EE amarnt of vinne |:]14-_l.'.1.|'4i|:|'.'-|-|'-'.-|-|.-i||.|'_r. the

cxposed, it remains a privace area and can't be
seen from the bridge above, making it an

TR |1| &% L b | il_l ||_' NCE |.&v o I w .|.'\-\.I'|.1 ] |||1.'.|:|. & ol i Jas fﬂ r'rt I“IF}F — I "'n

that ihis would become the awner's deck. i k]

finkshing afthis and other spaces, relying

Ihf bﬂﬂ [ bE_‘fb re n!,}:l instead on his design team, but did make ome

lrl_'l_'. fi |:|||I LAThE 'I.'l'\-\.il I:ll'n.'.|||;|1 I:Ilq_' |'r'||_|-|||.1 hl_‘

build. =1 lew fram L& o Londisn 1o Pisa fora

= .
the view but the VIF ondhe main deck has the {1 I}Eife‘[_ 1 Iﬂntb[ single day, just vo sec the boai, and weni back o

eam - all vo.8 metres of i “T came down o

outside space in the end.” the owner sayvs. " You

have a boa because vou're godng to spend a loyof

time outside, and its great to sec our little baby davnghter running
around the Frong, which is sl enclosed.” Lus l:_'. EUESLS, then, wlse geil

quartered in the VIP suiee, with its vast acreage, private stucdy,

walk-im dressing room and six huge porcrait windows, The nest of the

guest accommodatbon isan the lower deck - two twins and two

doubles feeding offa central labby. Each is dressed in the same ar

decn ~.|::|.'I|-. with hializn marbde inthe bathrooms |:-|_-rmn.'|II:.

selectied by the owner’s team at the quarry - and Laligue taps.
”.‘l:'ﬂ:"f.iﬂI'|1|'|I||I.|-rﬂ||'||'|l.|ll uﬁ:-l-..'.‘|'m|!.l.';'-|-|'|l| in-tp:-l ience . the

ow ner says, s all alssw your senses coming alive, in what vou see,

kear. tonch and feel. That's when vouw're going 1o have the best

X |_H;| il_'l'u_ i |1._|| i T | |||_l ..|1I-|,I ll-ul,:nl_'F ik | |'| '|'|'l_'.'| o '“"'r."\-"'r'\."'-":l IO & h iq_". Lol | |I-.| 1

with this interior.” The exterior charges a few of those senses, too,

and willim x|:|i||.-|.'-er|=||'||-|-:11 wherever re,ir sails, Shae's not builyon the

LA the mex dav. | waneed 1o sce it before my
family goton board - I'm a perfectionist, he
says, As soon as it was handed over, he snock in
some holiday time belore the Monaco Yacht Show, visiting Capri,
whiEre masic m 1 | amdd fricnd Siman Cowell was a visior, " We had a
nice day with Simon in Positano, and then afver beaded up to Cannes,
Maonacoe and 51 Tropez,”
The owmer's winter crufsing ambitkons exeend 1o the Caribbean
anad might include the latest hot destination, Cubia. Plans could then
il'll_:l,ll!l_' A rouE ol Ill:' I'k'1||.1 L, F".I,:ll'l.'l\. ] |'||:|.'1t.'||.|5.‘lh|:'l CHE SWhHITh
wilh the pigs™), S5t Barths and Mustique before heading back acrassin
2o for the stan of the Med season. Ins .1|:|:'|:| that wouldnt have been
passible this vear had the owner not seized the spporunity of buving
a part-bai ln boar, The timing was auspicious, like the name of the
_'| s ||| ||=.-|_| r.. Th & il |'| £ |.I_|I|_' ||I_|| i g1 |E|_' A T .1. |,l.|l|| :_lll.l-l_'r'.'b. hir 1 I |].|:|.'_ hul
i is also considered a “master number”. emanating all sores of
pasitive vilses, 105 deliniely doing its job so far - doubly 5o, n
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